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i June, 19476 


D.M.G. (through Secretariat 


File Ref: PwDP/ 59809/18 


Subjects Transfer of GERMANS from POLISH Territories to BRITISH Zone - 
POTSDAM Agreement Art. XIII. 
DISCUSSION 


le We have now absorbed 1,400,000 GERMANS fran the POLISH 
administered territories. 


2. 100,000 more GERMANS are held for us in the AMERICAN Zone. 

3e This completes our contract of 15 million. 

he Foreign Office have agreed that we should announce that we 
have finished our bargain simultaneously in BERLIN, to the 
POLISH Mission, and in WARSAW, and also make a release to 
the Press. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the telegram at Red Flag "A" hereto, giving the terms 
of the CORC and press announcement be sent and the announcement 
made at the next Co-ordinating Committee Meeting, 


CONCURRENCES 


Political Divieion...K2tfrthew. .... pate & Sines tf Ok..., 


RN. THICKNESSE, 
Colonel, 

Deputy Chief, 

PW & DP Division, 


Cc Pe FW & Dr Divisim 


Chief, 


represent 
into th« 


Of these 2200 are children and 2500 are adults. 


ir. ¥. to be ‘hostile. 


that there 


(vo) 1 iting of families of 


3e I told him that the British policy as regards 2 (a) 
above was that we should re-umite families in all genuine cases as 
soon as we were able to do so but that it was impossible to make 
promises as to when wé should be able to carry out this policy. 


As regards 2 (b) above I said that this was quite a 

‘ferent question and sould have to taken up separately and that 

ray it was difficult to understand how any families and children 

1 the case of operation *Swallor* came to be separated because the 
agreement stated that they should not be so separated. 


I was assured that these 4700 were former residents 
British Zone, and that in the majority of cases applications for 
them to come to the British Zone had been received by the Poles from 
the German authorities in the British Zone, and in a number of cases 
through 0.ReX (Colonel Ford and Major Sibley). 


5 I suegested that it was rather late in the day, two years 
after the war had ended to think about re-uniting these families, and 

that our view certainly was that their movement sould have had precedence 
over operation "Swallow. He replied that in the case of a movement 
involving 75 millions people, 4700 could very easily get lost.e I suppose 
this is not really an mfair statement. 


6. In spite of what he said I am by no means sure that the 
total number of these ),700 are relatives of Germans who came in under 

* SWALLOW. He kept harping back to aspects of operation ‘Swallow’ all 
the time, and each time I headed him off and returned him to the other 
parte 


7. I said that it would be necessary to have a list of ail 
these people which we would get the German authorities to check and make 
sure that their relatives or parents were actually resident in the 

British Zone and that accomodation was available for theme I said that 

if we got these lists and after they had been thus checked, we would consider 
the movement of these people. 


I repeatedly emphasised that i could make no promises 
whatsoever regarding theprobable date of comnaencement of the movement if 
agreed to and could only reiterate that it was the general policy of re- 
unite families if and when it became possible to do sO. 


8. Finally, Mr. Yarosyek asked whether he could tell 
the German applicants that the Polish Government was willing to let them 


who 


were 


nuine cl 
2 british Zone, 
that we agreed to 


,ONC 


have the list 
1ese people as 


Gav 

Gu. 
Be VAUGHAN-HUGHES , 
LteCol, 


to parents 
ce an effort 
en at ood 


4,700 people. 
possible cane 


hth June, 1947. 


abged 
gf 


8 
4 
i 
| 
$ 
Ht 
3 
8 
if 
H 
a 


es 


if 
ale He 


: DP Division, a 
f f 


Headquarters, 


PrpP/59809/18 Control Commission fopéaérmndnys 


HIE SREP Not HEN AT 


olitical Division, 
Headquarters, 
ic 


Elemen 


+) 
t 


received our 
sources, and + s s took + 


Lit te 


t of 


ve should base 
now declare openly 


+ THICK) 
Colonel 


POLSKA MISJA WOJSKOWA 


& PRZY RADZIE KONTROLI W NIEMCZECH 


Polish Military Missionto Tloancxan Boennaa Muccna mpn Mission Militaire Polonaise auprés du 
Control Council for Germany Koutpoannom Conete s Tepmanun Conseil de Contrdle en Allemagne 


TELEFON: 323066—69 / BERLIN W15, SCHLOTERSTRASSE 42 


rah §9 
Nr. a | IN yr 
Ge/lifo. 


Dear Brigadier Ken 


f gestions ve trans- 
to the Br 


was the ‘fact t 


g to ie 
Government is higl 
ports sent as soon as possible, 
ich you may take as to the 
will receive into y our | Zone 
) had been 


prospective 

workers in 

wwloyed in your Zone. jnder circum 

feel that British agreement to resume trans— 
ports into the British Zone ould be of real advantage 
to the economy of your Zone and would c ainly be 
highly appreciated by the Polish Government. 
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CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (BRITISH ELEMENT) 


PW & Dp DIVISICN 


HEADQUARTERS « 
24th. April, 1947 


D.C.0.S. (Polic thro Sec G. 
PW & DP Division 
PWDP/59809/18 


LETTER FROM GENERAL PRAWIN CONCERNING RE-OPENING OF 'SWALLOW' 
MOVEMENT, AND REPATRIATION OF POLES. 


DISCUSSION 


1. At Flag "A" is a copy of a further letter received from 
General PRAWIN on this subject. 


2s This letter cross gd with your answer to his previous 
letter a copy of which/is at Flag 'Bt. 


3. I do not think that there is any need to do more than 
acknowledge this letter and inform General PRAWIN that you 
have nothing more to add to your previous letter. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Rep 
That the reply at) Flag "C" be sent. 


CONCURRENCES, 


Political Division. * oWe..c7..Date & Timese foie cee. 


LiMn dp 30/4, 
Inphtd ifs. FornloNersey 


RIS. G.B. VAUGHAN-HUGHES, 
Lt.Col. 
for Chief, 
PW & DP Division 


Ys f 


POLSKA MISJA WOLJSKOWA 
Przy Radzie Kontroli W Niemczech 


Quis Military Mission to 
Control Council for Germany 


Nel: 323066 - 320626 / Berlin W 15, Schulterstrasse 42. 
Berlin, April 11th. 1947 


Nr. 532/102/47 
Ze/Mos. 


TO; Deputy Military Governor in Gemany, 
Lt.Gen. Sir Brian Robertson, Bart. 
KCVO. CB, CBE, DSO, MC 


Dear General, 


With reference to our letter of 21st. March, 1947, concerning 
the recommencement of transferring Germans from Poland into the 
British Zone of Germany, we would like to stress once more that we 
consider the solution of the said problem as a matter of high 
importance and urgency. 


At present, with the beginning of spring we also have to 
intensify the repatriation of Poles. There are still about 426,000 
Polish people in Germany partly living in DP and PWX camps, partly serving 
with the Polish Armed Forces under British command - who are just waiting 
for transport facilities to go back to Poland. ‘There are besides 
Polish emigrants from before the war in Germany who are also desirous 
to be repatriated to Poland. They are actually being registered by 
our Consular Agencies with the consent of British authorities. 


In order to be able to accept those people and to secure to 
them if only the most prinitive conditions of living we have to clear 
the places needed for their settlement as you must take into consideration 
that our country is the most destroyed by the past war and for that reason 
the settling of Poles returning from Germany absolutely demands the 
simultaneous removal of the German population still living in Poland, 


We do realise it quite well that the British Zone is rather 
short of accommodation but owing to the imminent repatriation of our 
countrymen especially of those emigrants who own houses and flats in 
Germany, plenty of suitable accommodation for German people from Poland 
will be created. 


Russian authorities have already restarted the admitting of 
Germans from Poland into their Zone whereas at the sane time trains 
with Polish re-emigrants are leaving the Russian Zone of Poland. As 
the weather situation is quite convenient now we would like to recommence 
this movement with the British Zone too. 


In connection with the above said we beg to inform you that: 


Polish authorities are ready to recommence forthwith the transport 
of Germans into the british Zone. 


They are willing to restart admitting of Polish repatriants and 
re-enigrants from the British Zone (the reception point will be 
arranged at Szczecin). 


As numerous repatriation volunteers are to be expected they 
consider the sea route Lubeck-Szczecin insufficient and are willing to 
accept also train transports from the British Zone. 


As considerable numbers of old Polish emigrants who wish to return 
to Poland have already liquidated their affairs in Germany and are 


ready for transport Polish authorities suggest to start re-emigration 
action together with the repatriation, In the initial stages that is 
in May and June we propose 2 - 3 trains with re-emigrants per month. 
Towards the end of the said action the number of trains would be 
gradually raised to the figure of 8 trains for the same periods. 


We shall be obliged if you will give your immediate attention to our 
letter and to the problems raised there as well as issue the necessary 
orders for their realisation. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sg@) J. PRAWIN. 
(PRAWIN J., MAJ. GEN.) 


Polish Military Mission, 
Chief 


Secretariat, 
Ld.quarters 
Control Commission for 
Germany ¢ be) 


"RLIN, BeAsOR. 


19th April, 1917. 


General Prawin, 


I have to thank 3 for your letter of 21st March, 
addressed to Generel Robertson, in whose absence at Mos- 
cow I am replyinge 


I welcome your proposal that the repatriation of 
Polish citizens should begin again now that the winter 
scems to be over and had already given instructions the 

he details should be examined with a view to an early 


ith regerd to your proposal that movement of fur- 
ther Germans from Polish administered territories should 
now be undertaken, I beg to inform you that the whole 
question of population transfers within Europe s been 
amatter of study at the Coumcil of Foreign Ministers in 
Moscow, where several new suggestions have been made. 


Until the outcome of the scussions becomes 
known to us here, I cannot agree to a resumption of move- 
ment of Germans from the 
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AN 3, March, 1917. 
To: D.C.0.S. (Policy) 


Fran: Pi_& DP Division 


File Ref: PYDP/59809/18 


Subject: peration "SWALLOW" 


DISCUSSION 


1. The POLISH Military Mission is asking that we should restart 
repatriation of POLES POLAND and that we should simultansously 
restart operation "SWALLOW", the removal of GERMANS from POLISH 
administered territories of GERMANS under Article XTII of the 
Potsdam Agreement (Flag "a'). 


We agree to restart POLISH repatriation and had already begun to 
+ 


negotiate to that end. 


We do not agree to reopen operation "SWALLOW" chiefly because we 
calculate that we shall have completed our contract by mid-April, 
but partly because we mow that there are many doubts as to 
original estimates and to the extent to which the SOVIET Zone has 
fulfilled its obligations. 


We have told the Control Office that we prefer to wait until we 
have fulfilled our obligations under the Potsdam Agreement before 
we inform the POLISH Mission that under those circumstances we 
consider that "SWALLOW" is over. This policy has been approved 
and we see no reason now for departing from it under the circumstances 
deriving from Flag 'A', 

ene 


know that population transfers are occupying the C.FeM. in 
MOSCOW. 


We think that LONDON should be informed of our proposed action. 
pa RECOMVENDATIONS 
Seppud clege atts (4) The Se ae " te aes 
That the telegram at Flag "B' be despatched explaining 
af Jw? P 5 what we propose to do 
Gage [INB.11939) 
Isa) 4? ie 


(ii) Upon receipt of approval of the policy by LONDON, letter at 
Flag 'C' (replying to Flag 'a') be approved and despatched. 
jean dee 
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__ARMY FORM © 2136 (Large) MESSAGE FORM Register No. 
4. Srl. No. Priority \Transmission fnstructions 


ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY. 
Originator Date-Time of Origin. Office Date Starngs 
BERCOMB, BERLIN. o2z-'7@ 


For Action. 


CONFOLK, LONDON, 


(W) For Information (INFO) 
CONCOMB. JuBBRECKE, 


Message Instructions.| GR 


Originator's No. 


arcus %32, 2. Mel a7, 


REF, SUGRA 668 . CONFIDENTIAL . 


FIRST. _THE POLISH MILITARY MISSION HAVE NOW MADE A FORMAL REQUEST THAT WE 


SHOULD RE-OPEN REPATRIATION OF » 


"SWALLOW" 


TRANSFERS NOW TAKING PLACE AT MOSCOW ARE KNOM. ~<— 
THIRD. ___WE HOPE TO BEGTN POLTSH REPATRTATTON BY MID APRIL . 


Toot kPtowr— ty RB a sD 


“This message may be sent If liable to be intercepted or to fall! Originator's Instructions, 
AS WRITTEN by any means into enemy hands this message must| Degree of Priority. 
be sent IN CIPHER. 


Major-General N.cC,D. 3B 


Secrator'sr, 
ABQ/11102/3/sec Q. Headquarters, 
Control Commis: 3) f=. G 
BERLIN, &.A.C.R. 


un 
hae , (7 April, 1947. 
peo (err rot (A Cisne 
I have to thank you for your letter of 2lst March, 
addressed to General Robertson, in whose absence at log 
cow I an replying. 


I welcome your proposal that the repatriation of 
Polish citizens should begin again now that the winter 
seems to be over and had already given instructions that 
the details should be examined with a view to an early 
start. 


With regard to your proposal that movement of fur- 
ther Germans from Polish administered territories should 
now be undertaken, I beg to inform you that the whole 
question of population transfers within wurope has been 
a matter of study at the Council of Foreign Ministers in 
Moscow, where several new suggestions have been made. 


Until the outcome of these discussions becomes 


known to us here, I cannot agree to a resumption of nove- 
ment of Germans from the sast. 


Aypsvc~e Sun tatty | 


(ca) UN exile lenny ~ 


Major-General J. Prawin, 
Chief, 


Polish Military Mission. 


27 March, 1947 
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PW & DP Division, KC] 
Headquarters, i 
Contrel Commission for 


Germany (BoEs)» 
BERLIN, B.A.OoRe 


18th March, 1947. 


Zonal Executive Offices, 
CCG LEMGO, 
66 HeQe CoCoGe 
B.A.0.R. 


Subject: Operation "Sul LON ink 


Reference ‘aoleiabeaiges dated 6 March. 


1. Take no action on this wmless "SWALLOW" 
re-opens. In thet case please refer question again 
to us. This is Chief's decision, 


Fac 

pe ons Tee 

GeBe VAUGHAN-HUGHES, 
Lieut. Colonel, 
for Chief, 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) | 


Outgoing Restricted Message 
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a further 


the Control Council I fear merely 


zle on familiar lines and would lead to no result I 


should be the Poles the impr on that we 


ig to run out on our 1 we are in fact on the point 


4. I therefore prop hat we s 1d continue the present standstill 


arrangement until we have received our full quota of Germans through illegal 


We can then announce simultaneously in the Control Council here 


and through H.M,..mbassy in Warsaw that we have fulfilled our obligations 
and are accepting no more Germans from Poland. It might be necessary to 
adjust the timing of our announcement according to progress of discussions 
in Moscow, 

ORIGINATED BY PC SION IN CONJUNCTION WITH A/DMG. 


RESTRICTED 
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Jo". March, 194 


Chief, 
PW & DP Division.~ 


Sub ject: Operation “Swall ow". 
4 


Pp + 


I discussed the memorandum Pol.83/u7 of the 9th March 
from Chief, Political Division ,with DMG, He agreed that the 
suggestion made by Mr. Steel - that we should allow the 
present standstill arrangement to run until we have completed 
our quota of 1,400,000 by the acceptance of illegal entrants 
and that we should then announce in the Co-ordinating Committee 
that we have fulfilled our obligation in this respect; but 
that it will be necessary to time this announcement according 
to the progress of the discussions in Moscow. 


Will you please draft, in consultation with Political 
Division a further signal to the Control Office to tell them 
what we propose to do subject to their approval? 


€ Major General, 
Deputy Chief of Staff (Policy). 


Copy to: Chief, 
Political Division, 


TO; CONTROL OFFICE 


ARGUS . . 
From Robertson to Jenkins, 

On February 12th I suggested ih my Argus 796 that 
we should announce in the Coordinating Committee that 
we were not going to take any further "Swallows" from 
Poland until the four powers concerned had made a final 
examination of the problem of transfers of population 
and had determined the exact balances remaining. 

2. In the four weeks which have passed since this 
proposal was put forward 7ec0 more Germans filteréd 
across the boundary into the British Zone, This 
reduces our outstanding commitment to 24°°0 , and as 


the flow of illegal entrants is likely to increase 


rather than decrease when the weather improves, we ought 
fence nowt 
efter another weeks to have accepted our full quota, 


3. Though I hope that the Council of Fortign Ministers 

will have time to look into the whole question of 

population transfers I fear that a further enquiry run 

by the Control Council here would merely give rise to a 

wrangle on familiar lines ani would lead to no result, 

I consider also that we should be careful not to give 

the Poles the impression that wo are saying to run out 

of our agreement when. we are in fact on /fuifilding it. 

4. I therefore suggest that I be authorised to continue 
peapteas para 

the present standstill arrangement for ow 

weekw until we have received our full quota of Germans. 

ie can then announce simultaneously in the Control Council 

here and through H.M. Embassy in Warsaw that we have 

fulfilled our obligations and are accepting no more German: 


from Yoland. 


Ke 
Pw & DP Division, : 
Headquarters, 
Control Comission for Gemany, 
(British Element), 
BERLIN, B.A.O.R. 


ith March, 1947. 


To: IeAs & Ce Division, 
Headquarters, 
Control Cammission for Germany, 
(British Element), 
BERLIN, B.A.O0R. 
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(oer | 


Subject: = Repatriation of GSRMANS from POLAND. 


Reference PGOC/82296/2/INTR/G of 7th March, 1947. 


i. The report of the Welfare Committee at BRAUNSCHWEIG is, of 
course, two months out of date and all action hes already been 
taken on the question of these train disasters. 


2. There are three conments which, however, we feel we would 
like to make: 


(a) Qo page 2 of their report they criticise the further 
movement of Refugees from MARIENTHAL. This was done 
after full consultation with, on the advice of and 
request from the local GERMAN Authorities, who were 
fully awere of the conditions at the time and considered 
the action the best course available in the circumstances. 


At the bottom of page 2 is a considerable criticism of 
either the POLISH Government or the BRITISH Goverment. 
It is not sure which is inteniedj perhaps both. 


Gur 
In the event of similar matters it is understood that the 
GERMAN Authorities have been told that they are not per= 
mitted to criticise Goverments of Allied comtries. 


The wording of the Camittee'’s remarks on page 3 should 
if correctly translated agein appear to be not quite in 
secoriance with the attitude which the GzRMAN Camittee 
should adopt. 


x. 


EXTRACT from a report from Mr. Nichols, PRAGUE to Mr. Attlee, 
No: N 15858/7398/12 of 13 December, 1946. 


© 


Subject: The transfer of Germans from KARLOVI VARY. 


e the transfers to the Russian Zone, little was 
until 2 June 1946, when the Press announced 
that the Soviet Authorities had agreed to accept the 
full quota of 650,000 Czech Germans by December (This 
figure was apparently based on the assumption that 100,000 
Germans, including anti-fascists who were allowed to take 
their movable possessions with them had already entered the 
Soviet Zone under their own steam - an assumption which 


may well be justified but which we are unabke to verify)." 
J vf 


The agreenent was that the Russians should 
take 750,000 Germans from Czechoslovakia. This 
report which might possibly be confirmed through 
American sources is extremely interesting and of 
possible value if there is a dispute in the 
Directorate when we claim our right to include 
infiltrees towards the canpletion of our 'Swallow' 
contract. 


Ries Swakae ose* 


SBV4. 
Mar. 


Tel. No:-865156. Headquarters, 
I.A. & Ce Division, 
Hi Qe, GoCeGe, (BeBe) 


% BCCC/82296/2/INER/G- BERLIN, B.A.0-Re 


To:- PW & DP Division, March, 1947. 
H.Q., G.C.G., (BiEsds 
BERLIN. 


SUBJECT:- Repatriation of Germans 
from Poland. 


The attached correspondence enclosing a report of 
the German Welfare Committee of Braunschweig, Niedersachsen, 
is forwarded for your comments and any action that you may 
consider desirable. 
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Landeshauptmann Sal zgmann 
ung des Provinzis Nebr. 1947]. 


ier Proving 


Herrn 

Major Watkins 

Public Health Branch IA & Jivision 
Zonal Hxecutive Offic 
Control-~Commission faer Germany 

62 HQ CCG, Buende, BeA.0.i 
Buende 


Anliegend ueberreiche ich Abschrift der Entschliessung des 

Wohlfahrtsausschusises des Niedersaschsischen Verwaltungsbezirks 
Braunschweig mit Uebersetaung unt: I auf die von mir 
in der letzten Sitzung des ungsausschia ses 


zu Punkt " Verschiedonss " 


Lande shauptmanne 


18th 1947 


Tos- 
fajor Watk 

Public Health Br i > Division 
Zonal Executive 0 

Jontrol-Commission for Germany 

62 HQ CCG, Bande, B.A.0 


Buende 


ttached I forward copy of the resolution of ths 
> the niedersaechsische administration-district 

its translation erring to the performances whic! 
meeting of the zonal welfare advisory committ 


Miscellaneous". 


signed Sal znann 


Landeshauptmann. 
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bo March, 19.7 


SUBJECT: eration SWALLOW 


le Attached is a copy a letter concerning a German 
Herr Georg GIERING. 


2e Herr GIERING's application to have his wife and 
children with him is one of a number of similar requests 
which are likely to increase. 


30 Could we have some directive to reply to these 
applications as to whether the Polish Authorities could be 
approached if and when Operation SWALLOW is resumed, or any 
other possibility. 


TARG, 
% DP Division. 


PW & DP Division 
Headquarters, 
4 Control Commission for Germany 
Tels 86 = 5544 4 (British Eleuent ) f 
Berlin 


Ref: PYDP/ Sagog'ie, - BeAsQeRe fy" 


\e 
To: Deputy Chief, 5th, March, 1947 \ 
PW & DP Division 
Z.E.C.0. 
c.C.G. LENCO 
66 H.Q., C.C.G. 
B.A.O.Re 


SHALLOW Movenents, 


I note from a recent report by Major Jones on the history 
of SWALLOW that although official movement of SWALLOW has stopped there 
has been and still is an inflow of swallows from the Russian Zone across 
the Zonal border. 


It is important to have these watched and carefully recorded. 
We should get information of these people early by a regular weekly wes 
return of the number of them who apply for Cenehmigsscheine. ye 


I have been discussing the matter of SWALLOW with Political 
Division to-day. 


They are anxious that we should keep a careful watch on the 
total of these expellees so that;once the total recorded in, both by 
official and unofficial movement plus the 100,000 in the U.S. Zone(which 
we have jg tenon against our total,) does aggregate one and a half millions, 
we should e this fact with figures to the POLISH Goverment (through 
political channels) and to the Control Commission, and ask tiem to announce 
to all concerned that the British Zone has completed its implementation of 
this part of the POrSDAM agreement. 


From watching the rate of inflow we should be able 4 
approximately, ‘calculate when this point will have been reached and, if as 
appears likely, it is within the next month or so we should be ready to 
announce the fact and to take measures to prevent any further demands for 
transfer or infiltration. 


C.R.X. received verbally yesterda: ay & rather bare-faced proposal 
from the Polish °fficer attached to them: siaM “there remain only some 500,000 
to be expelled. As our statement, and the Russians', showed disagreement 
the matter should be settled by our agreeing to accept a proportion in the 
neighbourhood, I believe, of 150,000 and the Russians the remainder.” I told 
him to refuse to take any such requests af C.R.X. and to tell the Folish 
representative that the only way to submit such 4 proposal was through 
Govermental channels, I told him he might tell the POLES tht we entirely 
distrusted the figures quoted by the Soviet which were at variance with 
statements made recently by Polish representatives in London and in their 
own press, and that I was sure that we should not agree to any attempt to 
rush us into accepting any further nunber over what we are taking. 


AcK/GH 
COPY T0: Political Division. 


{ Ky, 
Tel; LEMGO 604. Pw & DP Division, 
Zonal Executive Offi 
Ref; PwWDP/58326 C.C.G. LEMGO, 


66:H.Q. C.C.G., 
& B.A.O.R. W 
vf iy ee 


th February, i 


To: PWDP Division, 
H.Q. C.0.G. (B.E.), 
BERLIN, 

Be A.O.R. 


ee 


SUBJECT; History of Operation SWALLOW 


Reference telephone conversation Brig. KENCHINTON/ 
Major JONES of 28th February 1947. 


Herewith one copy of a short history of operation 
SWALLOW passed to you for infomation, copies of which 
have been given to Major T.V.H. BEAMISH, M.P. and 
Mr. C.R. HOBSON, M.P, 


: , A.K. JONES Major, 
v Ak. for Chief, PW & DP Division, 


AKI/OB. 
LS: Fam olarthg a tom pice Ken Bg 
of ad Me ficyee Ofte alin met Carel 


AanaA fn clat Crteree. fly - 


< supply would be 
feeding the expellees in the transit camp, 


Various instances of non co-operation by both the Poles 
ené the Russians can be quoted, ; 


KOMLPURT, and the five weeks delay in allowing the 0.(. 
ef the SISPZIN Liaison Team to prooved on his journey. 


Representations were made in BERLI to the Poles and to the tussians a 
these matters, 


Te By the 19 May 46 the following was the position regarding 
Operation "SWALLOW", Representations hed been made to the Polish (ilé tu 
Mission by Pad & DP Division complaining of: 

(a) Bad conditions of the Polish "SWALLOW" trains, 

(b) Inhumane treatwent of Sxpellees by the Poles, 

(@) Various cases of non co-operation, 


(4) the unfair proportion of old, very young and useless 
people received, 


Conditions by May had improved slightly in points (a), (b) ond (¢) we 
the opinion of the iiilitery Officers receiving the trains, they w? my 
up to the required standard which lumanity demanded, a. 


Regarding (4 t of 179,027 of 5555449 Bxvelldes reosived 
by 19 May, Pa atm MG el fs ng Bplay ore Amey d t- 


(BRBE Serocsers | 


% of f1t all classes received 70.7 
& of unfit all classes received 29,5 
Pit for work, means fit for the normal work of the individual age group 


& y 6 duly '46, 765,065 Bxpellees froa POLAND had arrived, their 
average condition was much the sane, No noticeable improvement in the 
condition of the Expellees or the proportion of old, young and useless people 
could be seen, About this time large perties of so culled German Jews began 
to arrive on this Operation, It is interesting to note tht whereas the 
4yren Germans were despatched to the British Zone with little or no baggage, 
these Jews arrived with pleaty of baggage and clothes, 


oe Before Operation “SiALLOW" commenced, large parties of mauthorised 
German Sepellees ‘rom POLAND were being received into the British fone over 
wet is called the “Green sorder." On interrogation of these persms, it 

was discovered that they had voluntarily moved fron new POLAND to the British 
tone via the Sussian done rather than wait to be forcibly evicted by the Polish 
Goverment. by 6 July these "volunteer" Mpellees had risen to 175,975. 

It ws quite obvious that such large mmbers of “volunteer” ixpellees arriving 
ia the british Zone would have to be counted against the British Zone coud tant 
of 1} million, : 


lo. Gn the 26 July '46, on the recomendations of a special Camission, 

it “as decided to declare the whole of MHAG#I0-WOLSTUIN region a “black” area, 

that is an area that could not absorb anymore Refugees. A request to the 

Gontrol Office that Operation “SWALLOW” should be totally suapended was 

refusea, However, permission was given that the British Zone should accept 
This was to came 

into effect on the 5 sep ly the lo Aug the Yritish Zone had received 

ee TStLiow® 968,918 and unotficially across the “Green Border 

‘ 


the period 5 - 9 Sep "46 when this reduction should have 
extra "SHALLOW" trains arrived in the lritish zone, and 


had 
10) of the “xpellees received were men, ond 
fit an\ ablewbeitied, 


om binds of ‘Susans can be quoted of 4 
Paas possessions which often did not Pom sores 
$$ sail bundle. Moncey invariably was confiscated fraa them, 


ol 
txpelle 


umer which these 


142 A Flagged you wanted brought forward. If we 
start to write to the Pol s I can only see possivle putting 
in clauses 


; Vi 
a. for war baggage 
b. for war room in carriages. 


but 

none of these are any use as assurames, We can 
only ask for the assurances we have already got to be repeated, 
vhat is wanted in my opinion is what I put in my original draft 
a free hand from London to stop forever the movement inmediately 
any single clause of our agreement is broken. 


I agree: wait until any resumption looks likely. 


D.M.G. has said he considers it should stop till 
whole position is reviewed. 


No action yet. 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Fo. 


Incoming Unclassified Message 


gel. 


508 iil, GoveDet 


The 


A7e 
accepted by the 
British 4o z é 3 wi YC. Liaison tean 


Stettin n LY igements or m th th olish authorities 


the movement of I FE: 3S to do s this H), 


Distribution, 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) a] 18 


Incoming Unclassified Message 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


$04) / 8. 


Incoming Unclassified Message 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Fool F . 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Confidential Cipher Message 143 
UNPARAPHRASED 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


> ®. a5 
hie 3 ) 


fO 


CONFIDENTIAL" 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


\ 
Control Commission for Germany (British Element) qo’ 


Incoming Secret Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


SECRET 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


Hanreg Hannover, 


rlin for CRX, 


11 Feb, 47. 


Liaison Tea t Kohlfurt, 


§ Telecon Blackburn/Or otty. pproval 
val of this tear md refit until 
peration "Sy "vestarts. Please arrange withdrawal 
rthwith, 


cEs/JH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


From 
2 Political Division 
Telephone 865503 H.Q, CONTROL COFIMISSION FOR GERMANY 


Your Reference... salle Necesites (BRITISH ELEMENT), 
Our Reference. POW. 8 3}@A|W) Berlin, B.A.O.R. 


8th February, 1947 


P. Division, 4 12 
.G. Berlin. we. 


Copy: P.W. & D.P. Division, Z.E.0. 


Subject: Tranfer of Germans fyom Poland. 


In your letter PYDP/59809/18 of February 4th to 
C.R.X. you asked for their views on the advisability 
of withdrawing our Liaison Teams from Mohlfurt and 
Stettin. We are in favour of withdrawing these 
Teams. Experience has shown that they are powerless 
to prevent Germans*from being transferred under inhumane 
conditions and their presence only serves as an excuse 
for the'Poles to claim that the British authorities 
have aWproved the conditions under which the Germans 
have kéen expelled. 


ean % 
Lr Pit 


Deputy Chief, 
Political Division. 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Secret Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


“DATE 


seishepectasad tion, 
=| 
af 
i 


—fepntd. 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


CONFIDENTIAL 


BRITISH lasiso Jeom at KOMPURT. 


feom et KOHIPURT is now due 

has, therefore, been decided 

not to replace it wmtil 
arrengements for the re-start of Operation SPALLOW are 
made, 


ee Instructions heve, therefore, been issued to this 
effect to CeliseXe and it is requested that you will give 
a1] facilities for the withiremm] of this team as soci 
as possible. 


$e Be VAUGHAN-HUGHES, 
Ideut. Colomel, 
for Chie tf, 

py & DP Division. 


Wt 283/\), $009 344,000 pads 8/44 MP 51-8128 


ARMY FORM C 2136 (Large) MESSAGE FORM Register No. 


“Call Srl. No. | Priority Transmission Instructions 


ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY. 


Office Date Stamp —— 
Originator Date-Time of Origin. fficeP P 


: . 
oa 
\ 


For Action. 


(W) For Information (INFO) Message instructions.| GR 


CONCOMB 


Originator's No. 


___ SUBJECT IS LIAISON TEAM FOR OPERATIONS SWALLOW AT KOHLFURT. _ 
___THE LIAISON TEAM AT KOHLFURT FOR CHECKING SWALLOW MOVEMENT IS _ 
DUE FOR RELIEF AND REST. 
ALTOGETHER THE PARTY WHICH CONSISTS OF THREE OFFICERS AND TWO 
0.Rs AND RE-ESTABLISHING IT IF NECESSARY WHEN MOVEMENT BEGINS _ 
GAIN, Ss Be eet tia Pees 
IN A LETTER FROM THE POLISH PRESS ATTACHE IN LONDON IN THE TIMES 
Sete: OF 1 FEB AN ATTEMPT IS MADE TO USE THE PRESENCE OF THESE SMALL 
____________ DETACHMENTS WHO ARE MERELY OBSERVERS TO MAKE US BEAR THE BLAME 
____ FOR _THE RECENT SWALLOW TRAIN DISASTERS. SUGGEST THAT Wk SAY THAT 


GRATEFUL FOR TELEPHONE AGREEMENT OR INSTRUCTIONS. _ 


Tihs Fe ana ties Cook. 
We Boos PL. der Bet we shoute WE AtelK ay one , 
push go ar ama dott. _ In Reto Se ISOv 5S 


os. PL, SAA Aisa m Seema wows sar 


nen 
If liable to be intercepted or to fall] Originator's Instructions, 


WRITTEN by any means into enemy hands this message must) Degree of Priority. 
, PM men | be sent IN CIPHER. POR OEIOR 


Jwnneness 


Signed. D.C.0.8. Signed. 


Control Commission for Germany - (British Element) 


Outgoing Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


T.A. & CO. Div. 
Political Div. 
PR/TSC Grouy 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


oP , 


re 


Incoming Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


TINITIALSE DATE | 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (BRITISH ELEMENT) lr Je > \ LX 
PW _& DP DIVISION 
HEADQUARTERS 
D.C.0.S. (Policy) 5th. February, 19-7 
pacnt’1 © PW & DP Division 
File her PWDP/59809/18 
Subject: PEE of 4. Feb 


Date: 5th. February, 1947 


A tahun Hay 


@.B. VAUGHAN -HUGHES. 


Lt. Col. 
for Chief, PW & DP Division 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


051010A 


CONFIDENTIAL 


With re 

(4) we are aware s ment by Ecolish Government. 

evicus reports from you we d that tz 3 Were accepted by our 
Liaison Teams with reluctance and thet iternatives were eithe 
leave the refugees in a site where tl o accommodation or to send 
them back to Poland. sase comment on the statement that the sane trains 
were ased for the return of Polish repatriates. From para 6 of Lemgo's 
port (PADP/58307/3/Q) of 29 Jan this appears to be true, 


Please cc nt on any other factors out of these Parliamentary 


© should reach us 3 


CRETARTAT 


VSC 


We. 28510/3009 144,000 pads 6/44 MP 51-Bt2b 


ARMY FORM C 2136 (Large) MESSAGE FORM Register No. 


Call 


Srl. No. Priority Transmissiea bastructions / 
| | + | 


Office Date Stamp —— 


For Action. 


(W) For information (INFO) Message Instructions. ; 


| 


TN SUBJECT IS SWALLOW TRATY INcTOmITS ens 


FACTS WHICH YOU SUMMARISE IN YOUR FIRST PARA ARE QUITE CORRUCT. THE 


CONDITIGNS i G ] NOVEANT OF EXPELLEES HAVE BEEN ENTIRELY _ 


BROKEN BY THE POLES. 


__YOU_ARE ALSO _ CORREGT_IN SAYING THAT OUR GLX WEAPON IS FOR OUR LIAISON 


TEAMS IN POLAND TO REFUSE TO ACCEPT SUCH TRAINS AND THAT IS A WEAPON 


WHICH CANNOT BE USED SINCE IT WOULD ONLY RESULT IN SERIOUS CASUALTIES _ 


AND SUFFERING AMONGST PEOPLE WHO HAVE ALREADY BEEN COLLECTED AND ARE 


WAITING ENTRAINING IN CPEN FIELDS OR BNHEADED ACCOMMODATION WITH 


INADEQUATE RATIONS. 


WE HAVE ALREADY TAKEN THE IMMEDIATE STEP OF STOPPING SWALLOW MOVEMENT, 


THE RE-OPENING OF SUCH MOVEMENT TO BE RECONSIDERED EVERY 14 DAYS. THIS _ 


WAS DONE AFTER YOUR TELEGRAM CCLB/G/255/1 OF 31 DECEMBER IN WHICH YOU 


WERE UNABLE TO AGREE 10 OUR RECCMMENDATTON-TO-STOP THE MOVEMENT ENTIRELY 


__UNTIL THE SPRING. WE ARE VERY GLAD YOU NOW AGREE WITH OUR ORIGINAL 
_ SUGGESTION. THE MOVEMENT HAS NOW STOPPED AND NO MORE TRAINS ARE 


RUNNING. AS REGARDS EXPLICIT ASSURANCES FROM THE POLES TO PREVENT 


____FURTHER INCIDENTS OF THIS SORT OUR ORIGINAL AGREEMINT FULLY EMBODIES ALL 


__ POINTS TO ENSURE HUMANE MOVEMENT. WE CAN TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO LAY 


WAGON AND TO DEMAND THAT EXPELLEES SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO TAKE MORE oF 


BAGGAGE WITH THEM. THE ESSENTIAL POINT IS TO FIND SOME MEANS WHICH 


WILL MAKE THE POLES STICK TO THE AGREEMENT. 


FOURTH * 


Sed mt gi ps 9 Sac ag en a 


__WHICH ARE No? w TO an ‘REourED STANDARD. ‘THEY HAVE No ina 
__ PHYSICALLY T0 PREVENT LOADING AND MOVING OF TRAINS AND IN CASES SUCH AS 


HAVE RECENTLY OCCURRED CAN DO LITTLE MORE THAN TAKE ALL STEPS TO GET 


This message may be sent if liable to be intercepted or to fall] Originator's Instructions. 
AS WRITTEN by any means into enemy hands this message must| Degree of Priority. 


except 


be sent IN CIPHER. 


Jwomecess. 
: Time Cleared 


Signe, 


WL. 18570/3009 344,000 pads 8/44 MP 51-B42b 
ARMY FORM C 2136 (Large) MESSAGE FORM Register No. 
_ Gall Srl No. | Priority Transmissica lastructions 
a | | 
i 


ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY. 
a Office Date Stamp —— 


Originator Date-Time of Origin. 


For Action. 


(W) For Information (INFO) Message Instructions.| GR 


CONCOMB 


THE MOVEMENT HAS BEEN CARRIED OUT UNDER REASONABLE TR NOT IDEAL __ 
CONDITIONS. SINCE OUR ORTGINAL PROTEST IN THE SPRING-OF 49)6,——— 
WE CONSIDER THEREFORE THAT THE ONLY MEANS OF KEEPING THR POLES _ 
TO THETR AGREEMENT IS THE THREAT OF TMMEDTATE STOPPING oF any ——— 
FURTHER MOVEMENT POR GOOD, IF CONDTTTONS ARE NOT PROPERTY CARRTED 
(EO RIL Re Pos Sone ee SRR 
frie R our Tin Ax-OP REF 


TO YOU, 


WE CONSIDER, | HOWEVER, "THAT WE SHOULD NOU TELL, Tm Pots commUBENT _ 


THE ACCPETANCE oP THE 100,000 # FROM THE U.S. ZONE WAS MADE IN THE Py 
AND DP DIRECTORATE AS STATED IN OUR BGOG/18273 (PWDP/59809/18) on __ 


AN E N LARSAN 
a Table to be ress or to fall Originator’ 's “leattoctionss i 


“This message aie sent pe nerd op ae 
AS WRITTEN by any means into enemy hands this message must} Degree of Priority. 
ea be sent IN CIPHER. 


except 
jw RELESS. 
- Time Cleared 


Signed. Signea, 


Wr. 28970/3009 144,000 pads 8/44 MP 51-826 


_ARMY FORM C 2136 (Large) MESSAGE FORM Register No. 
Call | Srl. No.| Priority Transmission fastructions 


ee 
| ' 
ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY. 


screen  semm as a —— Office Date Stamp — 


FROM Originator Date-Time of Origin. 


(A) ___BERCOMB 


For Action. 


CONFOLK 


(W) For Information (INFO) “Message Instructions.| GR 


| 


This message may be sent ‘If liable to be intercepted or to fall r Originatar’s Tnstractions. 


AS WRITTEN by ony means into enemy hands this message must} Degree of Priority. ene 
except tea be sent IN CIPHER. THI or TOR 


Jwonecess. 


Time Cleared 


D.C.0.5 
Signed. Signea. 820-8. (Fol) 


uw 
Control Commission for Germany (British Element) / ) 3 
709 
Incoming Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


7 CONFIDENTIAL 


tition b efugees from the Mast. 
eR AL RS Mi LR SY A 


rence your PWUP/58325/1/s« 


Please infoma the originators 


usual channel » we at E een YX 
ied Control Authority. 


It is pointed 4 é suc titions 


Should be discours? id at sourcee 


third para of 

of COLOG “Ss wr en direct to the C 

would not hav ive accorda 
which was published in the Germ Press, such co 


automatically destrcyed. 


Tel: 86 - 5190_ PW & DP Division, 
Headquarters, 
Ref: Pwor/59809/48 Control Commission for 
Germany (B.E. ), 
BERLIN, BeAsOR. 


4th February, 1947. 


PW & DP Division, 
Zonal Executive Offices, 
CCG LEMGO, 
66 HeQe CoCoG. 
BeA.OR. 


Subject:= Operation SWALLOW. 
Reference PWDP/58326/3 of 27th January 1947. 


1. The Chief has ruled that he will be prepared to 
consider takings this question up with RUSSIAN Authorities 
if we had sufficient facts to justify it. 


2. Will you, therefore, forward in due course any 
factual date which you may have. It should of course be 
balanced ageinst any such data you may have and that there 
is a corresponding flow in the direction of the RUSSIAN 
LON 


Tou ‘ 


G.B. VAUGHAN=HUGHES, 
Lieut. Colonel, 
for Chief, 

GBVH/ATW PW & DP Division. 


PW & DP Division, lt % 
Headquarters, 
Control Commission for Germany, 
(British Element), 
BERLIN, B.A.0.R. 


4th February, 1917. 


Pw & DP Division, 
Zonal Executive Offices, 
CCG LEMGO, 
66 HeQ. CoC.Ge 
BeAsO.Re 


Subject: - Operation "SWALLOW". 


Reference your PWDP/58326 of 27th January, 19,7, 


1. No agreement has been made except a verbal one in the 
Directorate that we will take the 100,000 SWALLOWS fram the 
AMERICAN Zone. 


We have reached no agrement as to when we will take them 
and are not anxious to raise the question but would prefer to 
let ‘sleeping dogs lie' . 


2. There is no question that we are, by our agreement, bound 

to take these and if we raise the question it is more than probable 
that the U.S. Authorities will immediately start making arrangements 
for their removal to the BRITISH Zone. 


3. We are not at all certain that the U.S. Zone is so better 

off for accommodation as Manpower in the Zone appear to think and 

it is of course a fact that the U.S. Authorities stopped their ow 
acceptance of Refugees same time ago wntil they had their accommodation 
situation sorted out, 


G® (( - 


G.B. VAUGHAN-HUGHES, 
Lieut. Colonel, 
for Chief, 

PW & DP Division. 


| ai Office of D.C.0,S, (Policy) 
Hea, |t10.2/3 £4. Headquarters 0.C.G. (B.E.) 
Mie > / 2 Lancaster House, 
' BERLIN, 
B.A.0.R. 


CHIEF, P.W. and D.P. Division. — 


You will see that after discussion with 
Mr. Steel I cut out from your draft signal any 
reference to additional guarantees from the 
Poles, and have gone bald-headed for taking a 
firm hand with them. I suggest that you should 
now take up by correspondence the question of 
additional assurances from the Poles if and when 
the movement is restarted. 


A 


\ Wk PAC on) wy xa 


U,TH FEBRUARY, 1947. _— Major-General 


a 


D.C.0.8, (Policy). 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


We, 28570/3609 344,000 pade 5/34 MP 51-8126 


_ARMY FORM C 2136 (Large) MESSAGE FORM 
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ABOVE THIS LINE FOR SIGNALS USE ONLY. [ 
Office Date Stamp —~ 
Originator 


For Action. 


(W) For information (INFO) 


Originator’s No 


sb SR ep a ps ae 


oo 


AS VYRITTEN by ony means into enemy hands this message must! Degree of Priority 


| be sent IN CIPHER 


message may be sent | if liable to be intercepte: 
| 


FROM......-BERCOMB 
TO. sseee+~ «CONFOLK 


INFO. .....-CONCOMB 


ARGUS 

FROM ROBERTSON.....-T0 JENKINS 

Reference SUGRA 835(.) Subject: "SWALLOW" Train Incidents(.) 

1, As you are aware, "SWALLOW" movement is stopped, but in deference 
to your instructions in Part I of CCLB/G/255/1 of 21st December, 
19.6, the re-opening of this movement is reconsidered every four- 
teen days(.) I have, however, no intention of allowing the move- 
ment to re-start before the Spring. Moreover, I do not think that 
we should agree to re-open it until the balances remaining to com- 
plete the agreed transfers have been determined quadzipartitely, 
and I think that the time has come to tell the Poles this(.) 
faking into account the 100,000 now in U.S. Zone, whom we have 
agreed to teke( as stated in the PW & DP Directorate ,tBCCC/18273 
of 30th December 1946 refers), we should have only some 35,000 

te orn BB comb tle Uhr he tnt Crrwelrt” of 1 S00, 000. 
more YSWALLOW"s to take from Poland(. ) It is, however, certain 
IRis ortstomndnrg, Moonee 

that this-number is being reduced by illegal entrants who are 
filtering in while the organised movement is stopped(.) 
I propose, therefore, that I should announce in CORC that we do 
not propose to take any further "SWALLOW"s from Poland until the 
Four Powers concerned have made a final examination of the problem 
of transfers of population, fal pace te the exact balances 
remaining to complete the agreed transfers(.) I suggest that, 
simultaneously, the Ambassador in Warsaw should make a similar 


statement to the Polish Government(.) 


Request your concurrence(. ) 


slid shealey - | pra fb reeeneds PR bet 


Aetyict f feud hyperiinc, ) 


Ln ~ 9 
AT Prk tay “ SJ fees 9 


Manpower Division Lf SR ea ep Pevataimaasaiss, Ful. G2. lbHthe 
Franken hfe W/E « 


5 + 


KX. Nose Suggcelvmns ase. yr imeoypr ten, 


SEEN BY SEGRETARIAT 
DATEGL o 


Fad at om A Myer Spry 
scaly jem 


Br shgtasS. 


a 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


& Incoming Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 
IMPORTANT TYB 3167 
Dro 
TOR 
From Confolk 
To Berconb 


Info Concomb 


SUGRA 27 Jan 47 

1. Public opinion here has been profoundly shocked by tho misery and 
fies suffered by the ‘Swallow! refugees who reached the British Zone in 
trains which arrived on Dec 15 eid Dec 21, It is pEanaant Ty clear that 


Poles completely failed to cerry out their undertaking that these refugees 


e° be transferred in a humane and orderly manner. Not only was the 


the trains totally insufficient, but also there was quite inadequate 
n of food: moreover, trains appear to have been badly overcrowded 


a to have carried considerable numbers unfit to travel, including women in 


le should be glad to know what steps you propose to take to prevent a 
repetition of this disast It appears that if Poles made’a further attempt 
to send train under unsatisfactory conditions, only possible pon in our hands 

of liaison team at Kohlfurt to accept it. This weapon can hardly 
be used during cold weather since to use it would lmost certainly expose 

to worse sufferings than if train proceed. Prima, facie this is a 
argument against allowing the mov © be resumed at all until 
arrival of y her whatever assurances were given by the Poles. 
Stoppage until then would also ease your difficulties in absorbing refugees 
in British Zone. 


36 Apart from this, it scems desirable before resumption of movement: to 


5 
/obtain 


CONFIDENTIAL 


TYB 35167 
obtain explicit assurances from Poles on heating trains, food, number of 
of those unfit for journey including pregnant 


ary, amount of possessions which refugees 


bring with them. If you agree, we should like to know briefly what proposals 


you would put to Polish Military Mission. 

The timing of any announcement to the Poles concerning date and 
conditions of resumption of movement will require careful consideration 
in connection with notification to Poles that we intend t9 count 400,000 

from 1 against 'Swallow' c tment and with gene 
relationship between H.M.G. and Polish Government, should be glad to 
idations on this questi meanwhile you should not agree 
movement without ons iting us. 
H Wars copies of all reports on the 


Please send direct to 


low! trains which arrived on 15 Dec 46 and afterwards and keep him 


med of any further developments. 


: DP Div 


/SUGRA Distribution 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED O& 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


P6-31,01 Allied Secretariat, 
Room 208, 
ALC.A. Building, 
Berlin. 


*, asec /1019/1(Br) 34st January 1947. 


amP,¥. and DP, Divisien 
G41 


7 F lancaster House. 


SUBJECT: Petition by Refugees from txe East 
4. Reference your PWDP/59809/18 dgted 23rd January 1947. 


2. Returned herewith is one copy of the covering letter 
received with the petition referred to in your above 
quoted letter. 


You are requested to inform the originators of the pe- 
tition, through 1 Lue Governnent “channels, that it 
has been received and noted by the A Allied Control 
Authority. 


It is pointed out that such petitions as these serve 
no good purpose as they are not considered, and they 
should, therefore, be discourag red at enee.Soorce. 


With regard to the third paragray h of your letter, if 
the Bishop of Cologne has written direct to the Control 
Council he would not have rece sived any re ply, as,in accor d- 
ance with AS30(45)115 which was published in the German 
Press, such correspondence is automatically stroyed. 


The whole question of correspondence from Germans is 
under review atthe moment,and it is anticipated that 
fresh inst rdétfong as to the method of dealing with such 
corresoondenc in shortly be isstpd. 

SER: 


for 


Re G. Raw,- 
Deputy Sécretary (Allied) 


re 


(24) Winsen (Luhe), den 9. September 1946, 
Markistrafe 15 


ALLIIERTEN KONTROLLRAT 


BERLIN 1 


PF. die Siegermachte tritt mit dieser Eingabe der Zug der vertriebenen Deutschen, 
die sich im Lande Hannover, und zwar im Kreise Harburg gesammelt haben, hier fremd, geschlagen 
an Leib und Seele, Manner, Frauen und Kinder aus den Gebieten dstlich von Oder und Neisse. 

Wir beantragen und bitten, dass gemiss den Potsdamer Beschliissen die Grenzen Deutsch- 
lands, wie sie im Jahre 1937 bestanden haben, wiederhergestellt werden, womit uns dann die Méglichs 
keit einer Riickkehr in unsere Heimat gegeben, den Siegermichten selbst aber manche Probleme ers 
leichtert werden; denn gerade der Osten Deutschlands galt doch bis zur Kapitulation auf dem Ers 
nahrungssektor immer als grosses Ueberschussgebiet; und wenn man uns dort wieder arbeiten lasst, 
dann wird das Ernahrungsproblem unseres Volkes gliicklicher gelést werden, und die Besatzungsmachte 
werden von den derzeitigen Lasten fiir Deutschlands Ernahrung befreit werden. Wir selbst aber konnen 
um so schneller unser grosses Schuldkonto abtragen. 

Andernfalls jedoch stehen die Kriegsvertriebenen verzweifelt, wenn nicht gar feindselig, den 
Kriften des unbarmherzigen Weltgeschehens gegeniiber, anstatt sich ihnen in ihren verniinftigen Tens 
denzen aufbauwillig anzupassen. 

Wenn darum der Hohe Alliierte Kontrollrat sich fiir diese Gedankengange einsetzen wiirde, 
kann er des tiefsten Dankes Millionen Deutscher gewiss sein. Ja, diese Hochherzigkeit wird dann als 
eine der menschlich-gréssten und staatsmannisch kliigsten Taten in die Weltgeschichte eingehen. 

Hinter jeder hier geleisteten Unterschrift steht ein Mensch, der um sein Leben ringt und bittet: 


»Gebt uns den Heimatboden rmieder)“ 


den doch niemand mehr lieben und betreuen kann, als wir es kénnen zu Nutz und Frommen der 
Welt und des Vélkerfriedens. 


ge 
ee. (Ox i ae te L, é a ts Le IVES. 


HOLZMANN oe KOPLIN ! NONNE Dr. SECKT VIERTEL 
Vers.~Kaufmann Kath. Pfarrer Landrirt Stadtrat i. R. Eo. Pfarrer 
aus Insterburg (Ostpr.) aus Jastrow (Pom.) aus Gr. Heidau (Schles.) us Berlin aus Stolz (Schles.) 


fo the 
Allded Control Commission 


The Germans expelled from their home country,now being in the terri~ 
tory of Hanover,especially in the district 6f Harburg, where they are 
strangers, beaten at body and soul,men,women and children from the 
provinces on the Bast of the Oder and Neiscse,come before the Allied 
Gentrol Commission with the follewing petition. 

According to the decisions of Potsdam,we propose and ask to restore 
the borders of Germany as they have been in 1937.Herewith we should 
have the possibility of returning home and many a problem would be 
avoided for the victorious powers.For as to food~supply,the Bast of 
Germany was highly esteemed as a large surplus-district.If we should 
be allowed to work there again, the problem of food-supply will be better 
solved for our nation and the cccupation~powers will be delivered from 
the charge for the food-supply of Germany.We ourselves, however, shall 
be able to pay the quicker our great debt. 

Otherwise the persons displaced by the war will be standing in despair, 
perhaps hnostile,opposite to the forces of the unmerc$ful events of the 
world, instead of sccomodating to their reasonable tendancies of recon- 
struction. 

If the Allied Control Commission would realize these ideas, they might 
be sure, that mhligons of Germans would be very much obliged to then. 
This generosity would be one of the most human and statesmanlike doings 
of the world-histery. 

Beheind every-one of these subscriptions there are persons struggling 


fer their live and asking 
"Return our hone * 


that nobody can love and cultivate more than we for the welfare of the 
world and the peace of the nations. 


SCeoeereereseesseseves Peeeseeeeseerence ‘i— 


Koplin) 
Gath.vicar fron turist 
Staten aeactiawat 


°°" (br.eckt) **"tvhertei}"°**” 
Town~councillor 


re 
from Berlin 


au 
ee Conseil de Contréle des Alliés 


Berlin 1 


Gtest la colonne des Allemands déposs6aés se retrouvant et réunis au 
pays de Hanovre,et cela dans l'arrondissement de Harbourg, qui-6trangers 
ici-brisé de corps et d'&me,des hommes,des femmes et des enfants de 
l'est de 1'Oder et de la Neisse présente cette p&tition aux Puissances 
victorieuses. 

Nous prions et demandons que selon les résolutions de Potsdam, les 
frontiéres d'Allemagne sotént rétablis telles qu'elles existaient en 
1937,ce qui nous rendrait la possibilité de rentrer dans notre pays 
natal,tout en facilitant aux Puissances victorieuses la solution de 
bien des problémes.0' était justement l'est de 1'Allemagne qui, jusqu’a 
la capitulation, produisait toujours un granisurplus quant au secteur 
A'alimentation.Si nous pourrions y travailler de nouvean,le probléme 
de ravitaillement de notre peuple trouverait une solution plus hemreuse, 
les Puissances d'occupation seraient délivrées des charges actuelles 
d"alimenter 1'Allemagne.Nous-m@mes pourrions nous acquitter plus vite 
de notre large compte de réparations,Dans le cas contraire cependant, 
les dépatriés de la guerre se trouvent en face des grands événements 
impitoyable:pleins de désespoir et hostiles peut-8tre,au lieu de se 
conformer @ leurs tendances raisonnables en contribuant @ la récon- 
struction. 

Si done le Haut Gonseil des Alliés se ferait l'avocat de ces idées,i1 
pourrait tre sfir du remerciement de millions d'Allemands.Et de plus, 
cette gén$rosité entrera alors dans l'histoire du monde comme un des 
faits les plus humains et les plus sages d'hommes d'Etat. 

Ghacune des signatures ci-bas représente un homme luttant pour sa vie 


et demandant 
"Rendes-nous notre pays natal " 


qui ne peut Stre mieux aimé et soigné que de nous et ceci pour le 
bien du monde et la paix des nations. 


eee eeeeeeeeseeeeeee eeeeeessesseeenee eereesereseserersee 


urbe efthede Jastrow agritaitear G0 Gx. 


Heidau en Silésie 


eeteeeeeseeeeeeseee Coreeeseressresees 
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Gonseiller municipal e.r. 
de Berlin Guré -de 
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Control Office for Germany & Austria, F 
Norfolk House, ee Cas 
St. James's Square, rena 
tol 
i 4A 


LONDON, S.We 1 Rane 2/i 
of a 79 7 
SUBJECT : Casualties amongst POLISH D.Ps. repatriated FA 


from the BRITISH Ree: 


Reference your telegram coLB/G/257 of 18th January 1947, 
para 3. 


+. At the request of HQ Pi'& DP Division, BERLIN, the following 
report is forwarded direct. i 
20 The report quoted by you as having come from UNRRA sources was 
received by us on 20th Dec 1946 and investigations were at once put in 
hand, These have been carried out in conjunction with UNRRA HQ in the 
BRITISH Zone, who are in full agreement with the results of the 
investigations which are as follows. 


3e It is true that heating on the train from PADERBORN on 13 Dec 
feiled. The result was that the D.P, passengers arrived at LUBEOK cold 
and miserable. There were however no casualties at.all which required 
treatment at LUBECK. The Doctor's report shows that on the ship "ISAR" 
there was one death of a baby, Prom natural causes - i.e. causes in no 
way connected with frostbite. There were no other deaths on the ship 
and no cases of frostbite. 


Ae During a journey between DELMENHORST to HESSLINGEN by lorry one 
baby died of suffocation by its own blankets. There have been no other 
eases of deaths during road journeys in the BRITISH Zone. 


5. In the past there have been from time to time reports from UNRRA 
sources of deaths during road and rail joumeys. These have invariably, 
upon investigation, proved to be unfounded. wo 


6. In addition to the incidents reported by UNRRA, it is now 
confirmed that a very old men and a baby died on a returning POLISH 

"SWALLOW" refugee train containing D.Ps. being repatriated to POLAND. 

This was at the commencement of the cold spell and the train was 
inadequately heated. It is regretted that these deaths mst be 

attributed to cold. An attempt was made to prevent repatriants returning 
on this train, but due to a combination of bad commmications and a certain 
lack of initiative, the message was not received by the despatching authority 
until the train was already on its way. 


This incident has not been referred to either by UNRRA or the 
POLISH authorities. 


for Chief, 


' Copy to: PW & DP Div. BERLIN. 


Secretariat (Sec G) LUSBECKE 
(Your HQ/011109/SeoG of 22 Jén 47 refers). 


SBW/MRM 400 UNRRA Admin, HQ LEMGO. 
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GRA 835 27 Jan 47 
Public opinion here has been profoundly sho sd by the misery and 
ered by the’ 'Swallow' refugees who the British Zone in 
ich arrived on De and Dec 2 is abundantly clear that 
s completely failed to carry out their undertaking that these refugees 
transferred in a h 2 and orderly manner. Not only was the 
- the trains totally insufficient, but also there w quite inadequate 
foods moreover, trains appear to h b ly overcrowded 


e carried consider numbers unfit to travel, including women in 


uld be glad to know what steps you propose to take to prevent a 
this disaster. It appears that if Poles made a further attempt 
actory conditions, 
team at Kohlfurt to ept it. This weapon can ha 
during c weather since to use would almost certainly expose 
worse sufferings than if train proceeded. Prima facie this is a 
very strong argument inst allowing the movement to be resumed at all until 
rrivel of warm weather whatever assuran were given by the Poles. 
Stoppage until then would also ease your difficulties in absorbing refug 
in British Zone. 


3. fpart from this, it seems desirable before resumption of movement 
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PW & DP Division, i Bid Oh) % ‘a ce 
HQ Control Commission for Gempariy (BE) / WA TG 
BERLIN, $0! 
B.A.O.R. Soin 


SUBJECT: Operation "SWALLOW". | 

b Giier Ci 
1. It is reported by Regions that numbers of refugees are 
arriving from the Russian Zone who were former residents of New 
Poland and had been expelled from Poland to the Russian Zone. 
It is believed that the Russian authorities are giving every 
facility for those expellees now in the Russian Zone to proceed 
to the British Zone. Unfortunately concrete cases are not to 
hand but this rumour is repeatedly reported at all levels of 
German administration. Refugee Staff Officers at Regional 
level agree that there may be a certain amount of truth in it. 


2. In view of this it is thought you may wish to approach 
the Russian authorities on this matter. 


fn 


«K./MONES, Major. 
for Chief, PW & DP Division. 


Pw & DP Division, 
' Zonal Executive Offices, 
es C.C.G, LEMGO, 
©, DIVISION 66 HQ C.c.G. 


® ~{ B.A.O.R. 
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Az Jan 41 


Pw & DP nisi hai 9), \ 
Control Commission for Germany (=) ; AW ‘i 
BERLIN, 7 v : 
B.A.O.R. 


SUBJECT: Operation "SWALLOW". 


1. Housing Branch, Manpower Division have requested as 
much information as possible regarding the acceptance of 
one hundred thousand "Swallows" from the American Zone. 

It would be appreciated if you could forward to this HQ a 
copy of the agreement presumably made between our Division 
and the Americans in order that this may be forwarded to 
Manpower Division. 


26 Housing Branch are desirous of asking the Americans 
to keep these one hundred thousand "Swallows" in their Zone 
for an unlimited period, as they rightly stress that they 

would be much better off in the American Zone where living 
space is greater. It was pointed out to Manpower Division 
that it is wmlikely that the Americans would agree to this 


suggestion. 
7 


A.K. J » Major. 
for Chief, PY & DP Division. 


Tele. No. 26-3403. $04 18 


IZFS/1 ea Inter-Zonal Facilities Board (Br.) ») > 
Vi11/a/e A.C.A, Building, 


be Berlin, 
27 Jan. *k7 


To: P.W. & DP. Division, 
H.Q, C.C.G., 
Lancaster House, 
Berlin. 


Att. of Col, Vaughan Hughes. 


Subject :- Movement of British Teams to Stettin 
New Poland 


1. This Office has in the past experienced certain difficulties 
and delays in obtaining permits to transit the Soviet Zone 
for British Personnel working in Stettin, 


2. The reasons are two-fold,- namely: 


(a) The personnel for whom a pemmit is required are usually 
changed or added to several times from the date of 
application for permit. Each such amendment not only 
wastes time but is also viewed unfavourably by the 
Soviet Section. 


The Soviet Authorities do not issue their permit till 
they have verified that Polish-pemission-has,been” 


this Office at time of applic 
permit. 


Copy to: C.R.X., 


DTO Jan 2. 
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Bercomb,. 


/255/L. 5 Jon. 47. 
For Jones from Moore (Ref. Teleoon of to-day)) 
Subject casualties om "Swallow" trains, yt < 

je casu Swallow" trains Axe 
Shower of queries and allegations on this subject ect hatest- is—— 

letter forwarded to Chancellor by MP, containing criticism of arrangements 
. : q : : : or 
> for handling "Swallow" trains in question. f L2 
Letter concerns train of expellees which arrived at Buckeburg on 2), Dec. 
as foll@ws:- 


ure knew beforehand of arrival of this train, Oonsequently 
s to travel about one hundred miles within British 


ad to wait nine hours on Bucl Ig on after ival end during 

this time several women gave birth to children, 
were in wretched condition on arrival at Zonal 
ontier should not have had to continue their journey and in any case the 

Authorities at the train's destination should have been prepared for it. 
és. Re separate points in Para.2 above:= 
(a) Please comment, 
(b) If this train was No, 51} from your written report on this train (now to hand) 
it® time of: arrival at Marienthal was approx. 1830 hrs 21 Dec. Working on basis that 
it arrived in Buckeburg on 24 Dec. Please @omment on all¥gation re undue length of 
time of journey within Zone. Stating when it left Warienthal” and any other partics. 
(c) Please comment. 
(ad) We note from Para. 10 of report on train 514 that cases of frostbite were 
given treatment in Camp Hospital at Marienthal. but were allowed to proceed as there 
were no cases requiring. long hospital treatment. Fle-se say whether this action 
was justified. Was everything done to alleviate further suffering of these people 
during journey from Marienthal onwards ?. Was the train heated. 
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Following 
21 Birch (Uni onist-Plint) to ask the Chancellor of the Duchy 
nd countric 
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mputation. 
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CCG 01269 of 
cope with the 
question in par 
he Answer should 
both from Poland and f. @ege Denmark ( if ony) 
Understand om phone conversa th PYDP GO that further 
34 from train 514 have died and tha 
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ten reports ment > your BGCC 861 PW/DP/59809/18 of 17 
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silt Pv & DP Division, 
Headquarters, 
Control Commission for 
Germany (BeBe), 
BERLIN, BeAsQR. 


Pp pp/598 9809 


23rd Jan 1947. 


Allied Control Authority, 
Roan 208, 
AeCeAeBuilding, BERLIN, BAOR. 


os 


Subjects= Petition by Refugees from the 


Reference telephone conversation (ARCHER 


We send herewith a petition, received through 


> + 


the Oder and Neisse, 


he covering letter under which these petitions 
were sent from our Zonal Executive Offices stated that 
the peti tion is supported by Cardinal FRINGS, Bishop 
of COINGNE,"who complains that several letters that 


~ 


he ie written to the Control Council remain unanswered." 


Ve 
de ”* SRATC ,’ 


COIL, 
for Chief, 
PY & DP Division. 


2 ee Be 4\ 
Tet Go| 


Tel; LEMGO 604 Pe 
i ‘PW. & DP Division, 
N@r:  PHDP/58325/1/sec¢ 1 Executive Offices, 
eC.G,. Lemgo, 
: ",] 66 H.Q. C.C.G., 
B,A.0.R, 


" Jan 'h7 


PW & DP Divisidm, 

H.Q. Control Commission for 
Germany (BE), 

Berlin, BA.O.R. 


SUBJECT: Petition by Refugees from the East 


i, The attached package of Petitions from Refugees from the 
East (Swallows) is forwarded to you for passing on to the 
Control Council. 


2. Cardinal FRINGS, Bishop of KOLN, has supported this 
Petition, and also complained that several letters that he 
has written to the Control Council have remained unanswered, 


Se We have told Land North Rhine Westphalia to inform the 
Cardinal that it is most unlikely that the Petitions will be 
favourably received by the Control Council, 


‘ff al” 
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;} Major 
for Chief PW & DP Division, 


overnor for 


t DP Diviaion, 
Headquarters, 
Control Comission for 
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Attached is a draft lett to the | iontrol Off. 


er 
ject of the reported casualties amor 
reps tariate se 


have spoken to the Control Offi 
hone and explained to them that they 

24. Jan but that we will send it as 

tT have also given then a verbal outline 
on the ma eer contained in the oreft letter with the 
exception of parte Fe 
Ze If you agree with the attached draft will you 
please despatch to the Control ‘ se Loe direct yourself 
or en exended reporte Please send in either case a 
copy to this Office. 
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I give orders thet if this train wes No. 
which a pears on all Swallow iveuent Orders) the 


of Marienthal Cam @ home. ‘This staff had been on 
sth and I @id not feel justified in asking then to weit any longer on 
off-chence of the train coming in 


gs 


At approximately 2000 hours I was informed thet the train was about to 
the British Zone end thet the train mumber wes being checked, 


. 4 


I then gave orders to 164 N,ilway Orexating Comeny to the effect that, 
the twain really was Noe 513, then it was to be brought into the British Sone 
vicinity of Bornke village. Baruke village is »bout 5 niles 
Camp and it was felt thet if the train cams in between 2 or 5 
ring it would be better to halt it there rethor than run the 


8 


in the mrning of the 15th for unloading, The train 
the Camp siding at approximtely 9 o'clock. 


I cosmmot vouch for the authenticity of the stories told to me 
refugees thamelves, but for what they are worth I repeat the general gist of them, 


Tae Swallows were oriered to report to Glrlits en 7 and & Dec. and 
aid, in fect, arrive on those dates, Ag there was m rolling 
in which to escomeodate those people they were forced to 


/ BY 
“ 
ae 


The food given to the transport leader at G8rlits ond Kehlfurt for 
1,085 persons who travelled on the train is as under ;~ 


200 kg of cereale 
WD kg of auger, 
kg of subatitute coffee, 
15 kg of galt. 
7 kg of wilk powler, 
690 pieces of raw fish. 
700 kg of bread, 


This food had te last eppreximetely 5 days. ven had there been in the waggons 
any means of heating this food the amunt given wea well below the starvation 
rate ond it is hardly surprising that these Swallows had not the energy to take 
exercise in their cramped conditions, 


In general the physical a»pearance of this perticular batch of Swallows 

was below the not very high usuel standard and their mental calition was the 
stert of 0,eration Swallow ‘Their mrale was at the 

mon confessed thet be had not even the energy to 


This point ds wntioned becouse last winter the Polish newspapers mde 
great play of the fact that the British were sending D.?.'s bask in unheated wagguns 
and omitting to state thet the waggons were supplied by the Polish Government itself. 


lo. I attach o report of the Senior Medical Officer of Health of Murienthal 
Came 
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decided to transfer cases to hospital, especially as the relatives put up grat 
resistance to hospitalization, 


I expect the nex$ train lead to bring similer problems, Points to be 
taken into consideration are those mentioned before, i.e. prevention of breaking 
up fauilies, urgenay of individual cases, sore generosity in deciding the nusber 
of cases to be aduitted te hespitel ond utilization of other hospitals outside 
the Kreis Halmstedt, 


In all 109 cases were listed nominally, 15 of them were third-degree, 
the reminder firet~-degree out of the whole train load of 1,805, omong them 459 
children. 


(sen/ DR, LOBULE). 
Camo Doctors 
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In addition to © old people and cripples there were 22 children 
2 An orphanage at 


9. The scale of rations given to the SWALLOWS was unbelieva low 
and the figures as taken from the list carried by the German transport 
leader are reproduced below;- 


Bread 15 ozs for 5 days per person = 3 ozs per day 

ugar 1 oz for 5 days per person = 1/5 og per day 
Barley 2 ozs for 5 days per person = 2/5 oz per day 
Salt 1/3 oz for 5 days per person = 1/15 oz per day 
Herrings 1/5 of one for 5 days per pers = 1/25 herring p.d. 
Coffee 3/7 0z for 5 days per person = 1/12 og per day 


In addition to the above a hot meal was given to one part of the 
train at KOHLFURT. There was not sufficient food to feed the whole train, 
Hot coffee was issued at KOHLFURT, by the Poles, and at MAGDEWWRG and 
VOLPKE, by the German Refugee Organisations in the Russian Zone. 


10/ 


to hospitals as there 
equiring hospital treatm 
5 liate hospital tre 
the Camp hospital. juate treatm 
allowed to continue to their final 
e policy of not Ltt: 


one . 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Secret Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


SECRET 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Secret Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


SECRET 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


ent from 


" announcement when you 


CONFIDENTIAL — 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Unclassified Message 


nder in Chi 
tical iser 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Unclassifi ed Message 


Distributi 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Secret Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


SECRET 


Control! Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


TYR 744. 


RESTRICTED 


PY & DP Division, 
HQ, C.C.G. 


GoRnr 


1 5B09/: Berline B AsOeRe 


Sth January, 19/7. 


Sub ject: Repatric tion of Poles and Germans 
Sinee we notified our intention to stop movement of eastward 
westward trains, which we did on 23rd Retes two trains have 

been offered Prom - the east. One of these was reluctantly accept ed 

at Kohifurt by British representat tive and eae Mariental (with 

7 dent 3, second is at S,ettin, having been declased by 

Brit t x but of course the accomodation there is 

being fil ed much too quickly for safety. Polish representative 

to O.8.X. states he has informed Warsaw. 


Adait the Stettin train. 
Continue to decline it. 
Ce@aplain to Polish Mission } 
Inform H.M.A, Warsaw. 

I think we ought to do (b), (c) and 


If you agree a araft letter to the Polish Mission in Berlin 
Pereget v8 
ttached, 


RN. THICKNESSE , 
Col. 
D/Chief, PW & DP Division, 


Office of | 
Control Can 
BERLIN, BAO. 


Januaxy, 1917. 


Polish Military Mission 

to 

Zhe Allied Control A, thority 

You will remember that on 23rd December I notified to you that 
it was the intention of my Camander in Chief to place a temporary 
stoppage on the movement of Germans expelled fran Polish Administered 
territories, on account of the severity of the weather. 

I must draw your urgent attention to the fact that during the 
first week in January two trains containing Germans were moved by the 
Polish authorities. One of these was accepted by the British authorities 
at KALAWSK, in order to avoid further extreme hardship, and reached the 
British Zone of Germany, + hes been reported that seven deaths occurred 
on this ¢ « The other train is being held at STEPTD. 

I have therefore to request that you take urgent measures to cause 
these incidents to cease and shall be glad of your assurance that no 
further movement will be inaygurated by the repatriation authorities in 
Poland until we are able to agree hare that the conditions are such as 
will permit us to observe the provisions of the Ptsdan agreement under 


which we are executing these transfers. 


EX } Arn - 


——_Hej-Gen,. 
peputy-Chief of Staff. 
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SUBJECT: ration "SWALLOW" 
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Reference your BGCC 18275 (PWDP/59809/18) para 6, 
dated 30 Dec 46. 


tomy anak Comers 
Enclosed please find copy of a report on first 


"SWALLOW", train No.513 which had cases of frostbite on 
board. 


¥ \ » 
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: A.K.JONES, Major, 
fd. at Q sh) for Chief PW & DP Division. 
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HQ Mil Gov Ref No. SW/105/37 9 
Land NIEDERSACHSEN 
ccc (BE) GRASLEBEN 
(Refugees) 18 Dec 46 

Tel Helmstedt 613, 839 


Subject: Report on Swallow Train No. 513 
ex Kohlfurt 


1. At approximately 0900 hrs on 14 Dec I was informed by 164 Railway 
Operating Company Helmstedt that a Swallow train was halted at Eilsleben in the 
Russian Zone. It appeared that no engine was available to bring the train into 
the British Zone. 


I gave orders that if this train was No. 513 (the consecutive number 
which appears on all Swallow Movement Orders) the train was to be brought into 
Marienthal Camp. 


2. Frequent telephone calls during the day failed to elicit any further 
information and at 1700 hrs on the lth I was again informed that the train 

was still at Eilsleben and still mimis a locomotive. As a Swallow train 
usually takes 4 - 6 hours to arrive in Marienthal Camp from Voelpke (the last 
station in the Russian Zone before entering the British Zone) I ordered the 
staff of Marienthal Camp to go home. This staff had been on duty since 0630hrs 
on the lth and I did not feel justified in asking them to wait any longer on 
the off-chance of the train coming in. 


At approximately 2009 hrs I was informed that the train was about to 
enter the British Zone and that the train number was being checked, 


3. I then gave orders to 164 Railway Operating Company to the effect that, 
if the train really was No. 513, then it was to be brought into the British Zone 
and halted in the vicinity of Barmke village. Barmke village is about 3 miles 
from Marienthal Camp and it was felt that if the train came in between 2 or 3 
o'clock in the morning it would be better to halt it there rather than run the 
risk of the ground in Marienthal Camp being fouled by the refugees. I gave 
further orders to the effect that the train was to be taken into Marienthal 

Camp as early as possible in the worning of the 15th for unloading. fhe train 
actually pulled into the camp siding at approximately 9 o'clock, 


ky I inspected the waggons which comprised the train and found they were 
minus stoves or straw. In the meantime the German Camp Leader had brought this 
to the notice of the Polish Officer i/e train who replied to the effect that 
stoves were not available in Poland. 


5. After the medical inspection had been completed I was informed that cases 
of frostbite had been reported. I inspected 10 of the cases brought to my notice 
and although I am not a medical man it was obvious to me that the cases were serious, 
I despatched an immediate signal to PW & DP Division, Lemgo, HQ Mil Gov Land 
NIEDERSACHSEN and CRX Berlin giving a general outline. 


6, I cannot vouch for the authenticity of the stories told to me by the 
refugees themselves, but for what they are worth I repeat the general gist of them, 


The Swallows were ordered to report to G&érlitz on 7 and 8 Dec and they 
did, in fact, arrive on those dates. As there was no rolling stock and no building 
in which to accommodate those people they were forced to stay in the open until the 
rolling stock arrived on the llth. During this period of waiting in the open it 
had rained for approximately 24 hours and everybody was wet through. The waggons 
into which they were loaded were unheated and the train on its journey run into a 
bitterly cold spell of weather. As there were approximately 55 - 40 people in 
each waggon plus personal belongings and baggage it was impossible for them to take 
exercise and so increase the blood cireulation. It was not until after their 
arrival in Marienthal Camp that evidences of frostbite became apparent. 


/The 
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The food given to the transport leader at GUrlitz and Kohlfurt for 
1835 persons who travelled on the train is as under; 


200 kg of cereals 
30 kg of sugar 
48 kg of substitute coffee 
15 kg of salt 
7 kg of milk powder 
690 pieces of raw fish 
700 kg of bread 


This food had to last approximately 5 days. ven had there been in the waggons 
any means of heating this food the amount given was well below the starvation 
rate and it is hardly surprising that these Swallows had not the energy to take 
exercise in their cramped conditions, 


Te In general the physical appearance of this particular batch of Swallows 
was below the not very high usual standard and their mental condition was the 
lowest I have seen since the start of Operation Swallow. ‘heir morale was at the 
lowest possible point and one man confessed that he had not even the energy to 
commit suicide, 


6. Two particular cases of frostbite which I inspected were of 2 children 
under 12 monthsold. Both mothers stated that the children were quite healthy 
when placed between the blankets at GSrlitz, but they had been caught in the rain 
and on the train journey the moisture in the blankets had turned into ice. i\hen 
it came to lifting out the children it was described to me as though the 
children were being lifted from a block of ice, 


9. Another aspect of this case is that the selfsame train was sent back to 
Poland carrying approximately 1000 returning Polish DPs. It was observed by a 
member of my staff that only 10 waggons had stoves in them on the way back and 
these presumably were brought by the returning DPs themselves. 


This point is mentioned because last winter the Polish newspapers made 
great play of the fact that the British were sending DPs back in unheated waggons 
and omitting to state that the wagsons were supplied by the Polish Goverment 
itself, 


10. I attach a report of the Senior Medical Officer of Health of Marienthal 
Camp. 


(Signed) E. M. TOBIN, Maj R Tks 
Comd 709 (R) Det Mil Gov. 


Copies to: HQ Mil Gov 
Land Brunswick 


HQ Mil Gov 
L/K Helmstedt 


COPY 
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Marienthal Refugee Camp 
= Camp Doctor - Marienthal, 17 Dec 46 


Second Report on Swallow Train No. 513 of 15 Dec 46 


On the whole this train load of expellees was by far the worst for many 
weeks, Condition of health and general aspect of stamina were far below the usual 
bad average. General mental attitude below average of previous expellees, This 
state of affairs can be explained from the statements of the people concerned, 


This train load consisted mostly of country population of the Landkreis 
Lauban, Silesia. The people had to report to Moys mar G&rlitz on the 7th and 8th 
Dec. ‘The train was to start there on the 10th. As there was no rolling stock 
available the people had to wait in the open, while it was raining, till the lith of 
Dec, It follows from this that the people were wet through when they were loaded 
into unheated waggons and then they were caught in the cold spell. 


On the 14th of Dec at 0900 hrs this train was reported to be at Hilsleben 
(Russian Zone), but had to stop there as no engine was available to continue the 
journey. Late at night the train was taken across the frontier to Offleben and 
had to wait at Barmke till the early morning of the 15th Dec. ‘The train was 
unloaded at Marienthal Camp at 0900 hrs. 


When it was unloaded I noticed quite a mumber of children standing about 
crying and complaining about pain in their hands. Before the people were registered 
the usual medical inspection was carried out by two doctors, and everybody who 
required treatment was transferred to the sickbay. There, in the course of the 
afternoon, the first cast of extensive and severe frostbite were discovered and a 
special report was made to Major TOBIN who personally inspected the frostbite cases, 
He ordered all expellees in the camp to be thoroughly examined for frostbite and a 
nominal roll with particulars as to age and degree of frostbite against each name. 


It is characteristic that during the train journey the expellees received 
no hot food, 


After the examination all people suffering from frostbite were treated with 
cod liver oil ointment and frostbite ointment. hird-degree cases with gangre ma 
were listed separately, in order to speed up their evacuation to Helmstedt hospital, 
if necessary. 


Immediate emergency amputations were not necessary. 


: When I was informed by the German railways authorities that the complete 
train load was to go to Liineburg I intended to let the third-degree cases go as well 
in order to prevent families being broken up, eSpecially as I was assured that the 
train would arrive at Liineburg within 3 to 4 hours. In any case, I informed the 
Kreis Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Dibbelt, of this intention. Dr. Dibbelt gave 
his approval, 


Meanwhile, new disposal instructions were received according to which 
this train load was to be split up between 6 different Kreise, ie, Gifhorn, 
Fallingbostel, Land-Xreis Ltineburg, Ulzen, Lehrte and Dannenberg. Under these 
circumstances I could not allow the worst frostbite cases to travel since it was 
reported to me that the train could not be heated. I have, therefore, transferred 
the 12 worst cases to Kreis hospital Helmstedt. The remainder, having received 
sufficient treatment, were allowed to continue their journey. I have not transferreg| 
all cases to hospital on the assumption that a one day's journey will do no further 
harm to the patients and that there is not sufficient roan at Helmstedt hospital, 
The prevention of breaking up families had to be taken into account when it was 


/decidea 


decided to transfer cases to hospital, especially as the relatives put up great 
resistance to hospitalization. 


I expect the next train load to bring similar problems. Points to be 
taken into consideration are those wentioned before, i.e. prevention of breaking 
up families, urgency of individual cases, more generosity in deciding the number 
of cases to be admitted to hospital and utilization of other hospitals outside 
the Kreis Helmstedt. 


In all 109 cases were listed nominally, 13 of them were third-degree, 


the remainder first-degree out of the whole train load of 1885, among them 459 
ehildren, 


(Signed) DR. LOEBELL 
Camp Doctor 
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4. Your Para 3 (c) « Agreed. In any case there y be no such thing 
a British Zone by then, 
Your Para 3 (d). A Stalin's offer as ‘und cod by us was 
100,000 each or nothing and was not contractable as far as we know. 
6. Your Para 3 (e). Ve see no real transportation difficulty. 
7s Your Para 4. Apart from the difficulties you set out in your 
& 3. we have the following comments: - y 
There are already enough political dangers in the presence of Halts 
and Poles in Denmark and we cannot see why 25,000 Yu; Slavs in that 
country would be an easier problen. 
Why are American and French Zones excluded fram this extra load. 
We have never accepted that the Germans in Denmark are an Anglo- 
Russian problem. It would be both unequitable and impossible to do 
80, though it might be convenient for transpartation reasons if 
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Ref CCLB/G/255/2™ dated 17 Dec tbe 

The following coments have been made by the Chief -on 
this signal, 

Paragraph 2, There is an obligation. These people fall 
to.our share under the agreed plan and when US notified their 
arrival last May we acknowledged that they fell into our share 
as swallows. 

Paragraph 3. ##Yes, but French do not as regards any 
Yolksdeutsche, 


Paragraph wi. No, but in our view now if they are 


Reichdeutsche who were in Austria at'time of our agreement D 
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Tel, No. 86-592, 21st Decenber, 1946, 


1. Since ARGUS 745 was sent on 20th December, which informed Lonion that 
we were proposing to close down the operation "SWALLOW" because of deaths from 
exposure, a report reached me that incidents of the same kind have happened on the 
other operation - viz - repatriation of Poles to Poland, 


This unconfirmed report, though a bit garbled, charges us with the 
following deaths :- 


{i) 8 babies and one old mam on the ship between LUBIOK and STETTIN, 
(ii) 2 bebies in open lorries moving to Assembly Centres. 
20 This makes our position difficult. I suggest we take the line that 
movenent both ways ought to stop because of the cold, without referring to any of 
the deaths in either direction, and that we should mention that in our letter to the 
Polish Mission, 


Be I think we should tell Lonion of this new development and ask them to 
inform Warsaw. 


le I spoke to Brigadier KENCIIINGTON this morning. He agrees, and has 
alre 


May I have your orders, or shall I speak. 


RN. THICKNESSE, Colonel, 
D/Chief, Fi & DP Division, 


Copy to :- Political Division, 
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b Subject: Operation "Swallow" 


Office of Public Information UNRRA, telephoned this 
morning reference the death of eight babies and one old 
man on the journey of the S.S."Iser" (Polish repatriation 
ship) between Lubeck and Stettin, arriving Stettin 
14th December. 


According to a message from UNRRA Warsaw, conditions 
reported as being most unsatisfactory; no doctor on board. 
In addition deaths of 12 repatriates' hospitalised staff. 


Brig. Greenslade, Acting Chief, UNRRA, has sent message 
to ERO, London, dated 19th December, indicating that in 
journey from Paderborn to Lubeck, train conveying party of 
repatriates referred to above, had heating failure. In 
addition, during the week, two babies have died in open 
lorries moving to assembly centres. According to this 
message General Fanshawe»has informed C.C.G. that he 
cannot accept further responsibility for forwarding Polish 
repatriates under present conditions, and unless proper 
arrangements made to ensure trains warm, 


Can you please contact PW/DP on this matter? 


Whilé°wishing to draw attention to these incidents 
it may be advisable to issue a statement if any definite 
action has been taken - e.g. hold up repatriation ete., 
end mention along with it that these deaths have occurred 
owing to severe conditions, thereby forestelling cbiticism, 
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Movement "SWALL 


Incidents at STETTIN 


1. Capt. GARNER, ©.C. Liaison Team, STSTTIN, radfoed on 
3rd December to LUBBOCK that - 


(a) 134 refugees were removed from train No.8&2 
en route fran STETTIN to Lubeck, 2nd December, 
and ‘ 
British military property and stores were 
confiscated with a refusal to return them and 
@ statement that no stores of any kind could in 
future be sent except through diplomatic channels. 


This was the ection of polish Frontier Poree at 
Polish/Russien frontier outside STETTIN, when train ves en 
route to LUBSCK. 


26 The metter wes investigated by Lt.Col., FORD, O.R.x., 
during inspection visit to British teams in Polish ierrito 
last week. wi 


The Polish official with whom we deal (M. SOWINSKI), 
is the director of P.U.R. in charge of repatrietim of 
Poles and expulsion of Germans in the STHTTIN sree; He weer 
not very helpful over this fend said his hands were tied by 


the procedure of other Departments dealing with frontier mH 
formelities. In order to speed up settlement, POND and 4 
GARNER obtained through M. SOWINSKI a direct er of el 


with Lt.Cole BOHAN, 0.Cc. of the Polish Frontier Fojee. 
Lt.eCGol. BOHAN was entirely a different type, and #élcier: 
and open to deal with. 


As regards (a), the detachment of 134 perfond int 
wagons from the train bound for the British Zone, /he 
explained that his men at the frontier discover ed the 
they were non-German Jews who were illicitly leavin biti 
They were therefore despatched in the seme wagone broek 
into the interior. He undertook thet proper wearures DP 
be taken in the camp in STHTTIN, where Germeris re 
assembled, to ensure that only bone fide Germans were phesg 
by his force. 


As regards (b), the confiscated British stores, he 
heard nothing of this but said he had recently intensificg 
his drive againet smuggling across the frontier eid 
included all Polish military in the chéeke. He gqiickly 
obtained a telephoned report for us that the Polish sese@ 


. 


< 
a 


on the train did not produce the way-bill which had been 
given him by Capt. GARNER in respevt of our stores in their 
charge. Therefore the Frontier Force did not recognise 

them as British and ordered their removale Gol. BOHAN 
promised to have the stores returned. Agreement was also 
made with him for an improved way of handling our way-bills. 


These explenations were considered to be satisfactory 
and Col. RPOHAN'’s attitude showed good faith. FORD approved 
on the spot the resumption of movement into the British 
zone on the following Monday and returned to BERLIN. 


3e The following two signels heve been received at LURECK 
yesterday, 12th December, by radio from Capt. GARNER at 
STETTIN and releyed to C.K.X. by telephone;- 


(1) 12th beeember, 1230 hrs. 


"Polish Authorities have agreed to return 
"stores and mail confiscated from train No.82. 
"Polish official responsible for this has been 
"removed from office." 


12th December, 1430 hrs. 


“Have been to collect confiscated supplies. 

"The Polish officer who sanctioned release has 
"been posted. The new officer will not hand 

"over without official permission from WARSAW. 

“He suggests that we contact British Embassy to 
"obtein release. Will you please inform 

"Gols FORD that official permission from WARSAW 
"is needed before we can get the supplies returned 


"Shall I esk the Britieh Consul at STETTIN to 
"take the metter up with the British Embassy." 


C.R.X. instructed LUBECK to radio STETTIN that they should 
take the matter up with the British Embassy, WARSAW, 
through the consul in STHTTIN. The matter would be taken 
up also in a parallel way by BERLIN. 


Le There is also considerable officioueness end 
interference on the part of the Polish Customs and 
Immigration Authorities at STETTIN in respect of (1) our 
maintenance stores, and the occasional piece of MeT. being 
sent by sea between LUSECK and STETTIN by the British 
controlled German-2¥eeed- ehip, the “ISAR", and (ii) the 
occasional in and outgoing military personnel of our Tean. 


5. Above is reported eo that eppropriate representation 
may be made by H.Q. Control Commission for Germeny to the 
Authorities in WARSAW. The movements of German expellees, 
and of repatriated Poles, continue. 


pa Tae 


items es handed to polish escort on train:- 


19 


Empty Petrol cans. 


Large wooden case. 


Sealed 
Sealed 
Sealed 
Sealed 
Sealed 


C.R.Xe 


BERLIN. 


13th December, 1946 


full kit bag. 
helf-full kit bag. 
bdOXe 

parcels. 

envelope. 
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BHeA.L. FORD, 
Lt.Col., 
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Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Secret Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED 


SECRET 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Unclassified Message 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


R Outgoing Restricted Message 


Pa/Political adviser 
(DCOS (Policy) 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Outgoing Unclassified Message 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany. (British Element) 


4 Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Unclassified Message 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 
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Tel: LEMGO 673 PW & DP Division, s» | 
a Zonal Executive Offices’, 
C.C.G. LENGO, 
66 HQ. C.C.G., 
B.A.0.Re 


ie Nov. 46. 


D.C.0.S. (Exec) 

Zonal Executive Offices, 
C.C.Ge LUBBECKE, 

60 HQ. C.C.G., 

B.A.O.R. 


PW & DP Division, 
RQ antral Commission for Germany (BE) | 


BERLIN, B.A.O0.R. 
Manpower Division, 


(Employment & Labour Supply Branch) 
LEMGO, (Attn. Mr. W.V. PULLEN) 


SUBJECT: Operation "Swallow" 


Fit and Unfit Return. 


Attached herewith breakdown of "Fit and Unfit" 
expellees received from POLAND for period 15-31 Oct 46. 


if etal 


L.F.W. PUDDUCK, Major. 
for Chief PW & DP Division. 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restri cted Message 
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L ime 


RESTRICTED 


Brigadier 4,G, KENCHINGTON, G.B.E., HC. 
Chief, 


— 
a yf 
Ref t= PXDP, (oa / 


25th November, 194.6. 


Dear General, 


The difficulties of absorbing the G,mmen minorities being expelled 
from territories now administered by Poland into the British Zone are mich 
increased by their arrival without certain essentials for living, All Linder 
in the British Zone report grave insufficiency of things like bedding, clothing, 
eating and cooking utensils. The crippled industry of this Zone cannot 
manufacture these goods at a rate sufficient to equip the milliond Refugees 
who have come into the Zone, 


Tne Governments transferring expellees into the United States Occupied 
Zone have agreed to supply these expellees with an adequate amunt of clothing 
and bedding, and eating and cooking utensils, to enable them to live in the 
shelter provided for them I should be grateful if your Repatriation Mission 
would ask the authorities in Poland whether they would be willing to make an 
agreement with us that such expellees transferred henceforward should be allowed 
to bring, or be provided with, these essentials, 


Yours sincerely, 


Major-General FRAWIN, 
Chief of the Polish Mjlitery Mission, Berlin. 


(through Allied L4aison and Protocol Section), 


@ 
= Pwr» 3? Drs 1d. 
Re ame See “«ebe Jo. 


Dees ( form, ) nw Me 
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Tele Nos 86-5431. 934/ 
. } PUDP/59809/18. 1 4 


Pw & DP Division, 
Headquarters, 
Control Commission for Germany, 
(British Element), , 
BERLIN, B.A, 0.R. 


+ 


aa 
d 
14th November, 1946. H wn 


Deputy Chief of Staff (Policy). 


I should like to send a letter as per attached draft, 
if you agree, 


Clow ale we 


Cc 


Sete 
aed 
A.G. KENCHINGTON, Brigadier, 
Chief, P¥ & DP Division, 


Tel. Nos 86-5341. 


Brigadier A,G. KENCHINGTON, 0.B.E , MC. 
Chief, PW & DP Division, 
Headquarters, 
Control Commission for Germany, 
(British Element),, 
BERLIN, B,A.O.R. 


1,th November, 1946. ole 


Dear General, 


The difficulties of absorbing the German minorities being expelled 
from territories now administered by Poland into the British Zone are mich 
increased by their arrival without certain essentials for living, All Lander 
in the British Zone report grave insufficiency of things like bedding, clothing, 
eating and cooking utensils. The crippled industry of this Zone cannot 
manufacture these goods at a rate sufficient to equip the millions of Refugees 
who have come into the Zone. 


The Governments transferring expellees into the United States Occupied 
Zone have agreed to supply these expellees with an adequate amount of clothing 
and bedding, and eating and cooking utensils, to emable them to live in the 
shelter provided for them, I should be grateful if your Repatriation Mission 
would ask the authorities in Poland whether they would be willing to make an 
agreement with us that such expellees transferred henceforward should be allowed 
to bring, or be provided with,these essentials, 


Yours sincerely, 


GAG anaes Os: 
4 A, |\eMl ve = 


Major-General PRAWIN, 
Chief of the Polish Mjlitary Mission, Berlin. 


(through Allied Liaison and Protocol Section). 


¥ Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Unclassified 


DISTRIBUTION 


oF si 
PW & DP Div,~ 


Intelligence Div. 
Army Div. 
Transport Div. 
Political Div. 
PR/ISC Group 

TeA. & C, Div, 
Manpowor Div, 
CRX (Br) 

M& MC, U 


ele Noe 86-5431. 
? 
Ref :~__ PWDP/59809/18. 
; 
PW & DP Division, 
Headquarters, 
Control Comission for Germany, 
(British Element),, 
BERLIN, B.A. Re 


1th November, 19.6. 


Deputy Chief of Staff (Policy). 


ee ee ee = 


I should like to send a letter as per attached draft, 
if you agree, : 


AGK/ JMC. A.G. KENCHINGTON, Brig 


: gadier, 
Chief, Pi & DP Division. 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


(Br) (5) 
COMB for PSO + 
& MeCe (3) 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


26/STATS/SEC. 7 


Intelligence Div, 
Army Div. 


Transport Div, 
Political Div, (3) 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) oats 


Incoming Restricted Message 


iWwDr DIV LEMGO 


BERCOM 


SWALLCHS, 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


326/SEC/STATS 


IS CONTROL TO 


SWALLOWS... 


DIW/GE 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 


Control Commission for Germany (British Element) 


Incoming Restricted Message 


RESTRICTED 
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DRAFT 
C.R.X. PLAN FOR VERIFICATION. OF FIGURES CONCERNING 
Ta ~ BXPELLEE MOVEMENT. 


A. os INFORMATION 


mm) 


(, In respect of the movement of Germans being expelled from 
~Polish Administered Territories into the Soviet and British 
Zones of Germany:=- 
(a) British Authorities state that from February to 

15th September, 1946, 188,804 German Expellees were 
recorded as having passed into the British Zone fron 
Polish Administered Territories through Refugee Exchange 
Points agreed between the Soviet and British Authorities 
for the reception specifically of German refugees being 
exchanged between the two respective Zones. 
Soviet Authorities state that between 20th November, 1945 
and 15th September, 1946, 1,005,380 German Expellees 
moved from Polish Administered Territories into the 
Soviet Zone. 
Soviet Authorities state that of the German Expellees who 
have “moved from Polish Administered Territory to British 
Zone by official Expellee Routes and through Refugee 
channels’ 100,104 have passed back from the British Zone 
into the Soviet Zone by Refugee Channels between 
February and 15th July, 1946. 


The above figures have been mutually in dispute. 


INTENTION 


s Following assent of the British and Soviet Members at 
P.W.& DP. Directorate Meeting on 30th September, 1946, C.R.X. 
was instructed to initiate a plan to check and venice the 

/tigures 


Wa A\ ny ) 


figures relating to above movements (a), (b) and (c), by 

mutual access to and examination of records. 

he Movement may have taken place 

(i) by organised transportation over specified routes 
into special reception camps; 
(ii) under individual arrangements. 

5s Reasonable check by both parties mutually can only be 

made physically in the receiving Zone. 

In case (i) - (a) by examining records of the Transit Points 
(or Camps) showing dates snd particulars of 
the trains or convoys received; 
by examining records of the Dispersal 
Centres showing, with dates, particulars of 
persons received and moved mwards for 
dispersal in the Zone; 
through access to the Housing Population 
and Manpower Authorities, both military, 
government and civil, in the areas of 
reception, so as to confirm the total of 
persons dispersed. 

6. It is agreed that a joint Soviet/British team of the 


following composition will visit such locations in the Soviet 


and British Zones as will satisfy the provisims of (a), (bd), 
(¢ 


and (c) above, and to be specified/in due course. 
British Team and Soviet Team - ae 
teks 
Each: 1 officer from P.W.& D.P. Division, Britich-Zone, 
1 officer from C.R.X., Berlin. 


/1 other 


1 other officer, preferably from Housing 
or Manpower Divisions. 


1 Interpreter. 


TOTAL 4 officers, 4 


Te The joint team will state their findings to C.R.X., 


who will duly report to PW/DP Directorate. 


Sion, to tie 
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Y 
of Germans 


(Sxdtish Rlemont)e, 
BRIM, BA.0.%, 
movencnt 
August was as 


27th Septenber, 1946. 


Control Comission for Com 
pe 
Jeorresponis roughly 


Head 
inte their Zone from Foland, This 


Chief, PW & DP Division, 
Office telegram that Mr. VOLSIT tola Lu A, 
Soviet Zone were now accepting 15 trains a 


| 


indicated to mo that 


which 
Russian Zone wes only really 


ih HEAT 
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the 


fThenk you for your letter of the 23rd September, reference Ge3/1%e. 


The 
Folend to 
followse 


%» coxresponds roughly with the two troins per day mntioned above. 
2 If this is being quoted to us as on example to follow, it 
Ov where Leaves Be StS AERRS, eince throug: the sumer nonths 
{ we were moving 30 and 40 trains per week. 


ogelnes’ 4 
This evidence might not be deemed conclusive by strict legal 
stondis but with full and open informetion refused I feel justified in saying 
that in my opinion a serious start on the programm of orenized. movencnt wes 
in fect only really mde by the Soviet Authorities in August; after thoy had 
been feeding us with vague am) grandiose statencnts (constantly verying) in 
reply to our challenges between March am! Auguste 


Youre sincerely, 


fades 


Mr, B.S. Crowford, = 
Control Office for Germany end Austria, 
Norfolk House, 
St. Jemes's Square, 
LONDON, So¥els 


‘ og} 
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Telegrams: CONFOLK, CONTROL: OFFICE FOR GERMANY AND” 
é PICCY, LONDON AUSTRIA, 


Teléphygy: WHitehall 4477 Ext, 3),1. Norro_k House, 


‘ < i 
us refer AQ. 3/106 St. JAMEs’s SQUARE, 
y Lonpon, S.W.1. 


Your Reference: 


Dear Kenchington, 


You told me when you were last in London 
that you had evidence that in August for the first 
time the Poles started the organised movement of 
Germans to the Russian Zone, 


I mentioned this to the Foreign Office 
and they showed considerable interest. They would 
be very glad to know what your infomation is on the 
subject. Would you please be kind enough to let 
me know ? 


Yours sincerely, 


[ 


b 


ww A |; 
Owe a va Bhs 


Brigadier A.G, Kenchington, C.B.E,,M.C., 
% Prisoners ‘of War end Displaced Persons Division, 
Headquarters, 
Control Commission for Germany (B,.), 
Berlin, B,.A,0,R, 


» 
ra 
f 


ys 


NATAR-0105-1114 RR Donnelley GOS 12082 03/16 


